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April 30, 2013

Dear Residents:

The Annual Budget Hearing will be held on Tuesday, May 14, 2013, at 6:30 P.M. in the
downstairs cafeteria.  This is an informational evening to present the 2013-2014 budget to be
placed before the voters.  At this time Becki Phillips and I will answer questions related to the
proposed budget and bus purchases.

Attached you will find the budget component summary sheet for your review.  Anyone who
wishes to receive the complete itemized budget as well as the Tax Exemption Impact Report,
the Property Tax Report Card, Salary Disclosure Notice and/or the NYS District Report Card
can contact the district office or go to the school’s website  at www.ekcsk12.org.

In order to stay in line with our bus maintenance plan, we are requesting the purchase of three
busses.  The district will be trading in four busses.  All of these busses are used as spares and
are driven for sports runs and currently have over 100,000 miles on them.  Two of the busses,
87 and 88 are in need of major repairs which have been put off in hopes of trade.  Both have
severe deterioration on the body.  Bus 88 has been pulled to avoid red-tagging by a DOT
inspector.

The actual budget vote will be held on Tuesday, May 21, 2013 from 12:00 noon to 8:00 P.M.
in the auditorium.   In addition to the budget, there will be a proposition to purchase three
busses, plus election of two Board of Education members.  In order to be eligible to vote, the
following qualifications must be met:

1. 18 years of age.
2. A citizen of the United States 
3. A resident of the Edwards-Knox School District for 30 days.

If you have any questions prior to the Budget Hearing, please contact my office at 562-8130,
ext. 1511.

Sincerely,

Suzanne L. Kelly Rebecca Phillips
Superintendent of Schools Asst. Business Manager, SLL BOCES CBO

http://www.ekcsk12.org.


SLK/kca
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CANDIDATES FOR BOARD OF EDUCATION SEATS

Amanda Fuller Seat (5-year expired seat):

Thomas Whitmarsh

Amanda Fuller

Julie Bullock

Thomas O’Brien Seat (5-year expired):

Thomas O’Brien
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EDWARDS-KNOX CENTRAL SCHOOL

AGENDA

FOR SPECIAL BUDGET HEARING

May 14, 2013
6:30 p.m.

   1.  Call to order by President of the Board of Education
   2.  Availability of the notice by the District Clerk
   3.  Permanent Chairperson of meeting assumes the chair (Appointed by

Board)
   4. Announcement of the Voting Inspectors.   (Appointed by Board)
   5.  Presentation of proposed 2013-2014 budget & ballots/propositions.
   6.  Adjournment to 12:00 noon - May 21, 2013
   7.  May 21, 2013:  12:00 noon - opening of polls in the cafeteria.
   8.  Voting closed at 8:00 p.m.

VOTER QUALIFICATIONS

   1.  A citizen of the United States of America.
   2.  At least 18 years of age.
   3.  A resident within the Edwards-Knox Central School District for a period of

at least thirty days preceding the meeting at which he or she offers to vote.
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TAX LEVY

TAX RATE PER $1,000 ASSESSED VALUE*

EST. TAXES FOR $50,000** PROPERTY
   (WITHOUT STAR REDUCTION)

EST. SAVINGS FOR STAR 
EXEMPTION ($30,000)

EST. TAXES FOR $50,000   PROPERTY (WITH
REGULAR STAR REDUCTION:  ASSESSED
VALUE - $30,000)

EST. TAXES FOR $50,000   PROPERTY (FOR
INCOME ELIGIBLE SENIORS: ASSESSED
VALUE - $50,000)

2012-2013

$1,746,413

$10.384
$12.980

$519.21
$649.01

$(311.52)
$(389.41)

$207.68
$259.60

$0.00
$0.00

4.0%

Edwards
Russell

Edwards
Russell

Edwards
Russell

Edwards
Russell

Edwards
Russell

2013-2014

$1,816,269

$10.800
$13.499

$539.98
$674.97

$(323.99)
$(404.98)

$215.99
$269.99

$0.00
$0.00

Difference

$69,856

$0.42
$0.52

$20.77
$25.96

$(12.46)
$(15.58)

$8.31
$10.38

$0.00
$0.00

*   ASSESSED VALUES WERE CHANGED IN 2012-13.  ASSUMES NO CHANGE IN TOTAL
ASSESSED VALUE FOR 2013-2014

** $50,000 = FULL VALUE For MID-RANGE PROPERTY IN RUSSELL & EDWARDS 

                    EXEMPTION
                                           Basic   $24,000         $30,000

                                                                          Enhanced   $50,640         $63,300

2013-2014 REVENUES

      Amended     
2012-2013  2013-2014 % Change

State Aid Estimate $9,415,288 $9,812,024      4.21%
Other Revenues      110,847        48,726    (56.04)%
Reserves Appropriated        30,000        30,000                0.0%
Fund Balance Appropriated      687,824      584,849   (14.97%)
Tax Levy Estimated   1,746,413   1,816,269      4.0%

TOTAL     $11,990,372        $12,291,868      2.51%
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2013-2014 Budget Summary
Amended 2012-2013             2013-2014 %Change

ADMINISTRATIVE
Board of Education
Central Administration
Finance
Legal Staff
Central Services 
Special Items
Instructional Administrative
Research & Planning
In-Service Education
Administrative Benefits

Subtotal
PROGRAM
Teaching Regular School
Special Education
Occupational Education
Special Schools
Instructional Media
Computer Instruction
Pupil Services
Health Services
Co-Curricular Activities
Pupil Transportation
Bus Garage Bldg.
Community Service
Program Benefits

         Subtotal
CAPITAL
Central Services-Operations
Central Services-Maintenance
Central Services-Benefits
Debt Service
Interfund Transfers

Subtotal

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

$11,764
$155,283
$137,188

$16,670
$77,500

$284,311
$176,791

$0
$215

$307,922
$1,167,644

$2,529,390
$1,147,692

$523,414
$30,911

$111,190
$207,286
$151,724
$165,406
$127,668

$1,085,599
$20,164

$3000
$2,576,039
$8,679,483

$602,290
$113,526
$266,429

$1,105,000
$56,000

$2,143,245

$11,990,372

$12,090
$156,071
$131,657

$19,200
$89,168

$290,042
$192,694

$0
$5,850

$352,277
$1,249,049

$2,494,882
$1,253,656

$492,030
$32,386

$113,461
$191,092
$176,739
$164,270
$139,596
$820,960

$26,475
$4,000

$2,923,816
$8,833,363

$708,180
$125,552
$281,424

$1,038,290
$56,000

$2,209,446

$12,291,858

2.77%
0.51% 

(4.03%) 
15.18% 
15.06%

2.02%
9.00%

0.00% 
2620.93% 

14.40% 
6.97%

(1.36%)
9.23%

(6.00%)
4.77%
2.04%

(7.81%)
16.49%
(0.69%)

9.34%
(24.38%)

31.30%
33.33%
13.50%

1.77%

17.58%
10.59%

5.63%
(6.04%)

0.00%
3.09%

DETERMINATION  OF  ESTIMATED  TAX  LEVY  FOR  2013-2014
FOR  SCHOOL  PURPOSES

Total Amount Authorized $ 12,291,858
Total Revenues Other Than Real Property Taxes $   9,860,750
Amount of Fund Balance Used for Levy of Tax $      614,849
Total Real Property Tax Levy to be raised for School Taxes $   1,816,269
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Board of Education Candidate Profile
 

Name:  Thomas Whitmarsh

Seeking Seat:   Five-year Expired Seat of Amanda Fuller

Purpose for wanting to be on the Board of Education:   

Even though my four children graduated from Edwards-Knox a while ago I have not

lost interest in the wellbeing of our school district.  Previously I had spent 13 years

on the BOE and found it to be quite challenging and very rewarding and hopefully that

experience can be put to use.

Now that the construction project has been passed by the voters maybe my 36 years

in the construction business dealing with Architects, Construction Managers and

Contractors will also be helpful to the district.

We are at the mercy of the Governor and the Legislators in Albany when it comes to

the bulk of the funding needed for our School District and therefore our

Administrators need to be hands on in the budget process.  Although our latest

budget crisis didn’t appear until after I had decided to run, the BOE will probably be

required to make some unpopular decisions because of that crisis, and I hope to be

a part of a BOE that will minimalize the local difficulty as much as possible.

Work / Education History: 

I worked on local farms until after high school and then in college I did some

restaurant work and some carpentry work.  I got a low number in the military draft

lottery and received a letter from Uncle Sam inviting me to come and work in the

Army at which time I choose to join the US Air Force and spent the next four years

with them.  After that I came home and worked at Gouverneur Talc and then a short

time with a local bank.  Currently I am in my 36  year with Gouverneur Roofing withth

the title of Corporation Treasurer.  Most of my work involves Estimating and Project

Manager.

After I graduated from Knox Memorial I went on to Canton SUNY and received a

degree in Accounting.
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Board of Education Candidate Profile
 

Name:   Amanda Fuller

Seeking Seat:   Five-year Expired Seat of Amanda Fuller

Purpose for wanting to be on the Board of Education:   

I would like to continue to work with facility, staff, and fellow board members to

maintain and improve the educational opportunities for the students at Edwards-Knox

Central School.  As our State and Federal funds continue to be reduced and knowing

that tax payers in the district can not be expected to make up these large reductions

the Board of Education must seek out new and innovative ways to provide our

students with the education they will need to be successful as they enter higher

education or the work force.  It will take many hours and much research but I feel my

experiences on the board have helped to prepare me for the difficult tasks ahead.
 

Current Board of Education committees:

Policy review, Health Clinic, Cafeteria, Shared Decision Making, Labor-Management,

Negotiation Agreement Team for Service Employees Association.

Volunteer or Organization Affiliations: 

Edwards-Knox Booster Club, Edwards-Knox Parents Asssociation, E-K 5  and 6th th

grade fundraiser, Six years as Parent Representative to the St. Lawrence-Lewis

School Library System Council, Town of Edwards representative to the Village of

Edwards Dissolution Study Committee.

Work / Education History: 

Graduate of Edwards Central School, Received Practical Nursing License from the

State of New York through BOCES LPN Progam.

Worked part time as LPN, Privileged to be a homemaker to my husband and two

children and a home healthcare provider for a family member for eight years. 

Currently Chairperson of the Edwards Board of Assessment Review. 
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Board of Education Candidate Profile
 

Name:  Julie Bullock

Seeking Seat:   Five-year Expired Seat of Amanda Fuller

Purpose for wanting to be on the Board of Education:   

I'd like to be on the Board of Education to be a voice for the community and the

children.  I'd like to do my part to make sure our school has a better future and the

children have all they need and deserve for the best education possible.

Volunteer or Organization Affiliations: 

My husband and I co-coached Pee Wee baseball  for the Russell Pee Wee

Association.

In the last six years I have worked Health Fairs in schools all through out St.

Lawrence County. 

I have worked  the Breast Cancer walk in Gouverneur for the last three years and the

Heart Walk in Canton last summer.

At these events I drew blood for people for free health screenings.  The health

screenings included cholesterol levels, glucose levels,and prostate levels.  Also

provided were colon cancer screening kits.  

Work / Education History: 

I am a 1990 Edwards-Knox Central School Graduate.

I am currently employed at E.J. Noble hospital as a Lab Assistant/ Phlebotomist.

I love my job and my co workers.  I set up a home draw program, with the help of the

hospital.  My sole purpose for creating this program was to help those who meet the

criteria for blood work to be done in the convenience of their own home.  It is very

rewarding.
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REMINDER:
Tuesday, May 14, 2013: Informational Budget Hearing

6:30 P.M.  School Cafeteria

Tuesday, May 21, 2013: Budget Vote, including

Bus Proposition & Board Member Elections

12:00 Noon - 8:00 P.M.

School Auditorium

Edwards-Knox Central School

P.O. Box 630

Russell New York 13684
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